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CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 23553 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, TH, PINT 

SUB J : OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE OVER PRAPHAT'S RETURN 

STUDENT PROTESTS OVER RETURN TO THAILAND OF FIELD 
MARSHAL PRAPHAT CHARUSATHIAN ERUPTED INTO SCATTERED VIOLENCE 
AFTERNOON OF AUG 21, WITH RADIO STATION REPORTING THREE 
DEAD AND 38 INJURED AS OF 1700 LOCAL TIME. POLICE UNABLE 
TO CONFIRM CASUALTY FIGURES. VIOLENCE BEGAN IN EARLY AFTER- 
NOON AUG 21 WHEN GROUP OF RIGHT-WING VOCATIONAL STUDENTS, 
REPORTEDLY LED BY RIGHT-WING ' RED GUAR" AND ESTIMATED BY 
POLICE AT ABOUT 1000, BLOCKED ENTRANCES TO THAMMASAT UNI- 
VERSITY, WHERE ANTI-PARAPHAT MEETINGS HAVE BEEN HELD LAST 
FEW DAYS. AT LEAST TWO EXPLOSIONS AND SOME SMALL ARMS FIRE 
REPORTED. AS OF 1700 SITUATION WAS QUIET, BUT POTENTIAL 
FOR FURTHER VIOLENCE IS CONSIDERABLE. 

AT 1600 LOCAL TIME GOVERNMENT ISSUED FURTHER IN SERIES 
OF COMMUNIQUES ON PRAPHAT AFFAIR (TEXT BEING TRANSMITTED BY 
FBIS). COMMUNIQUE STATES THAT DIRECTOR OF MILITARY GENERAL 
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CATARACTS, ENLARGED HEART, HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE). GOVERNMENT 
HAS ACCORDINGLY REAFFIRMED PREVIOUS AGREEMENT TO PRAHPAT' 
REMAINING IN BANGKOK FOR SEVEN DAY (WHICH MEANS DEPARTURE BY 
AUG 27). 

STATEMENT SAYS THAT GOVERNMENT POSITION IS SUPPORTED BY 
SUPREME COMMANDER OF THAI ARMED FORCES AND BY SERVICE 
CHIEFS AND THAT MILITARY HAVE AGREED TO OBEY ORDERS OF 
THE GOVERNMENT IN PRESENT CONTEXT. STATEMENT CONCLUDES 
BY CALLING ON PEOPLE TO REMAIN CALM IN PRESENT SITUATION. 

EVIDENTLY INTENDING TO MISS NO BETS, PRIME MINISTER SENI 

HAS ORDERED RADIO STATIONS NOT RPT NOT TO CARRY INFLAMMATORY 

INFORMATION THAT COULD LEAD TO DETERIORATION OF SITUATION. 

ARMORED DIVISION RADIO, WHICH HAS CARRIED STREAM OF MATERIAL 
CRITICAL OF THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY (WHERE ANTI-PRAPHAT 
DEMONSTRATIONS ARE CENTERED), ANNOUNCED AT 1700 LOCAL 
TIME THAT IT HAD RECEIVED ORDERS TO RELAY NEWS ONLY FROM 
OFFICIAL RADIO THAILAND. 

COMMENT: GOVERNMENT REITERATION OF AGREEMENT TO ALLOW PRAPHAT 
TO STAY ON FOR SEVERAL MORE DAYS ENSURES THAT PRESENT CONTROVERSY 
WILL CONTINUE. LIMITED VIOLENCE THAT OCCURRED AFTERNOON 
OF AUG 21 UNDERLINES POTENTIAL FOR SERIOUS TROUBLE IN NEXT 
FEW DAYS. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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